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Russian entente would manifest itself in a matter in which Russia had no 
special interest. The attitude of Italy was not so easy to predict, 
because Italy was thwarted in its policy of African expansion by the 
establishment of a French protectorate in Tunis in 1881. But in the 
conference the Latin made common cause with the Gaul against the 
Teuton. The Teutons Austria and Germany stood together. 

It would seem that the isolation of Sedan is past and that the powers 
of Europe are forming new alignments. The accession of King Edward 
hasresultedin an Anglo-French entente of April 8, 1904,whichhas signal- 
ized itself by the settlement of outstanding difficulties in Newfoundland 
and by a recognition of the permanency of the British occupation of 
Egjrpt. An Italian rapprochement is Ukewise evident, and it would 
seem that the third republic is obtaining a standing in the world. 

The influence and disinterestness of the United States in the Alge- 
ciras conference are nowhere better stated than in the speech of Prince 
von Biilow in the Reichstag, on November 14, 1906: 

In regard to our relations with America, the majority of this House will support 
me in the statement that Germany and America belong to those nations which, 
both upon natural and historical groimds, should have mutually good relations with 
each other. Om- frontier lines do not touch each other; our general interests tend 
in the same direction; our commercial interests make it necessary that we should each 
use conciliatory means and that we should arrive at a mutually good understanding; 
and if these two conditions be met, it seems to me that upon these grounds an agree- 
ment is not in any sense impossible. 

I wish to avail myself of this opportunity to declare that we have reason to be 
grateful to America for its attitude at the conference of Algeciras. America took, by 
reason of its less important interest, an attitude of reserve. It maintained its neutral 
position throughout, but its distinguished and highly respected representative, Mr. 
White, omitted no opportimity to remove difficulties and to aid toward an agree- 
ment which should be satisfying to all the parties in interest. That was a great ser- 
vice which America rendered to the peace of the world, because the failure of the 
conference of Algeciras would not onlyhave broken the relations between Germany 
and France, but would have disturbed the general political situation in the world, 
and would have introduced a disturbing and threatening element iato the politics 
of all nations. 

This was the second great service which America rendered to the peace of the 
world, the first being the reestabUshment of peace between Japan and Russia. 

LAKE MOHONK CONFERENCE ON INTERNATIONAL ARBITRATION, 1906 

The report of the twelfth annual meeting of the Lake Mohonk con- 
ference on international arbitration, held at Lake Mohonk, New York, 
May 30 to June 1, 1906, has been recently published and from it the 
unanimous platform and resolutions of the conference are taken. 



EDITORIAL COMMENT 141 

PiiATPOKM — ^At the present time it is important that public attention should be 
concentrated upon the second Hague conference soon to assemble. We hope and 
believe that the beneficial results of the former conference will be equaled and per- 
haps surpassed by further deliberation in the land of Grotius, upon the principles of 
international law and the best methods for the pacific settlement of international 
difficulties. 

Especially we hope that the second Hague conference will elaborate and propose a 
plan by which like conferences maybe held at stated periods, and that in the intervals 
appropriate officers may be maintained at the Hague so that these conferences may 
become a permanent and recognized advisory congress of the nations. 

A general arbitration treaty to be formulated by the Hague conference, is most 
desirable and will doubtless be accepted by all or nearly all the countries represented 
in the conference. 

Among other subjects of immediate importance the many unsettled questions 
arising out of maritime warfare, including the exemption of private property from 
seizure at sea and the neutralization of ocean routes, are respectfully commended to 
the consideration of the Hague conference. 

As the general restriction of armaments can only be secured by concurrent inter- 
national action, unanimously recommended by the British House of Commons, we 
earnestly hope that this subject will receive careful and favorable consideration. 

While we shall welcome any action taken by the coming Hague conference in the 
way of clearly defining the rights andobUgations of belligerents as to each other and 
as to neutrals; of lessening the horrors of war, and of giving increased stabiUty and 
protection to the Red Cross movement; it is our hope that the conference will 
remember that it is consecrated to the great work of ending as well as softening war, 
and of subjecting the relations of nations to the dominion of law rather than force. 

Resolved, That the twelfth annual Lake Mohonk conference on international arbi- 
tration respectfully petitions President Roosevelt to instruct the delegates from the 
United States to the next Hague conference to urge that body to give favorable con- 
sideration to three measures which wUl greatly conduce to the peace and welfare of 
the world: 

A plan by which the Hague conference may become a permanent and recognized 
congress of the nations with advisory powers ; 

A general arbitration treaty for the acceptance of all the nations; 

A plan for the restriction of armaments and if possible for their reduction by con- 
current international action. 

THE PEACE OF THE MARBLEHEAD 

In 1905 President Roosevelt earned the world's gratitude by per- 
suading Russia and Japan to end the bloodshed in Manchuria by a fair 
and full discussion of the questions at issue. The result of these pro- 
tracted conferences was the Peace of Portsmouth. 

In a lesser degree but in no different spirit the United States appeared 
as a pacifier in the affairs of Central America. This time the president 
did not act alone but was seconded in every respect by President Diaz 
of Mexico. 



